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Operation Blue Light, Setup and Training

Col Everette A Stoutner took command of the 3rd Brigade in June 1965. At that
time the major units of the Brigade were: 1st Bn, 35th Infantry commanded by
Lt. Col. Ed Callanan, 2nd Bn, 35th Infantry commanded by Lt. Col. George
Scott, 1st Bn, 5th Mech Inf commanded by Lt. Col. Thomas Greer, 2d Bn 9th
Artillery commanded by Lt Col Saul Jackson.

On December 12, 1965 Col Stoutner was directed by Col Tom Mellon, 25th Inf

Div. C/S to meet Major General Fred Weyand, CG 25th Infantry Division, at his

quarters at 1800 hours that evening. Gen Weyand, who had just returned from a

meeting at CINCPAC, informed him that the 3rd BDE was to be deployed to
Pleiku, Vietham and that an Advanced Party should leave within a week. This information was, of
course, TOP SECRET at that time.

The 3rd Brigade was tailored as a Separate Brigade Task Force and would be under the Operational
Control of the CG First Field Force Commanded by Maj Gen Stanley “Swede” Larsen whose
Headquarters was some 100 miles Southeast of Pleiku on the Coast at Nha Trang.

Before leaving Schofield Barracks, the 1st Bn 5th Mech was moved to the 2nd Brigade and the 1st
Bn, 14th Infantry commanded by Lt Col Gilbert Proctor was assigned to the 3rd Bde. The 3d Bde
Task Force was thus composed of the 1d Bn 35th Infantry, 2d Bn 35th Infantry (Cacti) and 1st Bn
14th Infantry (Golden Dragons); 2 Bn 9th Artillery (Mighty Ninth); C Troop., 3/4th Cav (MacKenzie's
Raiders); D Co., 65th Engr. Bn. (First In, Last Out); 3rd Provisional Support Bn. and small
detachments from the 125th Sig. Bn., 25th MP Co. and the 25th MID. The overall strength of this
separate brigade task force was about 4200 people.

The 3rd Bde, less the 1/14th and the large armor and engineer equipment, deployed by air. The code
name of the airlift was "Operation Blue Light". The Air Force dedicated twelve C-141 and four C -133
aircraft to this operation. The Advance Party, utilizing three C-141 aircraft, departed for Pleiku on or
about December 16th. The Main Body started deployment on December 25th, and | departed
Schofield Barracks at that time. Major Phil Feir was the Brigade Executive Officer. He remained at
Schofield to supervise the movement and to close out the brigade responsibilities as the last
elements of the brigade departed.

The 1/14th Inf, after spending 12 days at sea, arrived at Cam Ran Bay on January 17th, 1966. The 3d
Brigade’s initial mission was to build a Base Camp about 4 miles East of Pleiku (LZ Oasis), establish
communications, and to ensure the protection of the base as the units phased in. A plane arrived
about every six hours. In addition, we had the mission of securing Highway 19 from the coast to
Pleiku as our out sized and logistical elements moved via that route to Pleiku.

The 3rd BDE completed its move to Pleiku during the 3rd week in January 1966 which was eight days
ahead of the target date that had been set by MACV.
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Operation Blue Light was completed without incident and was, at that time, the largest Air Force/Army
movement in point of number troops moved and the amount of ton miles flown. The 61st Military Air

Lift Wing flew 225 missions, transporting more than 4700 Tons of cargo plus approximately 4000
troops. (Col. Everette Stoutner)









Pleiku Airstrip 'All Business' As Elements of 25th Division Land

PLEIKU, VIET-NAM (ARMY 10O) - The huge C-141 Starlifter screeched to a halt at the New Pleiku
Airfield. Its doors opened and 60 battle-clad and battle-ready soldiers leaped to the ground.

The first troops of the 3rd Bde, 25th "Tropic
Lightning" Inf. Div. had arrived in Viet-Nam.

For World War Il and Korean veterans of the
25th, it was like coming home again. The division
has over a thousand days of combat time on this
side of the world.

Tanned from the beaches of Hawaii, where the

division has been stationed since 1954, and lean

from the months and years of tough jungle training, the men looked like the combat veterans they will
become in the days ahead.

At the Pleiku Airstrip, there was no time for small talk—no time for stretching legs after the long
Pacific flight. As Col. Everette A. Stoutner, brigade commander, loaded his men on deuce-and-a-halfs
for a quick trip to their new home, a barren patch of land on the base of small mountains a few miles
from the airfield, a crew of men unloaded the mass of equipment the men brought with them.

Command and "pup" tents went up. Barbed wire barricades surrounded the encampment. In a few
short minutes, mortars were pointing at the mountain and valley to the brigade's right.

Men stripped down to their green T-shirts and began digging the soldier's second-best friend - his
foxhole. His best friend, the rifle, was always within reach.

Pfc Prince Haynes, a supply clerk with A Co., S&T Bn., stopped digging for a minute to wipe the
sweat from his eyes.

"Well, it's not as bad as | thought it would be," the Las Vegas soldier said. He thought a minute and
added, "yet."

The man sharing Haynes' foxhole, Pfc Willie Goodloe, of Muscle Shoals, Ala., knew he had some
exciting days ahead.

"Things are going to get worse," he said. "But we're ready. We know why we're here and we're well
trained for the job facing us." He admitted that he missed his girl.

A young soldier from Neopit, Wisc., was standing guard at an entrance to the barbed wire
camp. Pfc Francis Delabreau, B Co., 1/35th Inf., 25th Inf. Div., had missed Christmas in Hawaii. But
it didn't seem to bother him. He looked like a man waiting for a fight.

More of the 3rd Bde is on its way to Viet-Nam. Some will come by ship, others by air. When they
get here, they'll leave their camp at Pleiku and start hunting out the enemy in the surrounding
highlands.






Helicopter Training Begins

Loading

Landing

photos by Tony Bisantz






